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A Cuts Budget 


1 The budget will make cuts to the Glasgow Guarantee 
® Programme, a service which helps people with finding 
employment, ‘saving’ the Council a total of £100,000. As well 
as this the youth program ‘Hot Spot Intervention Team’ has 

been defunded, ‘saving’ the Council £99,000. 


2 The Council hope to reduce the budget by £20,000 by 
® introducing a third party to the running of Patrick Burgh 
Hall and Maryhill Community Centre, effectively pushing 
these services and what they provide for their community 
out of the public sector. Rather than providing additional 
investment to support “community growing spaces” and 
allotments, the council have instead decided to convert 
bowling greens into these spaces - cutting a further 
£24,000. The introduction of car parking charges at five 
sports centres is also Supposed to save the Council money 
but no figure has been given. 


3. The closure of Blairvadach was estimated to save the 
Council £134,000. This decision was reversed, but the 
situation remains unclear given the current crisis. The 
Council also plans on making early years more “efficient” to 
save £400,000. 


4 It has been suggested too that the Glasgow Museum of 
® Modern Art (GOMA), St Mungo’s and the Provand's Lordship 
will have their operation “re-provisioned”, achieving this 
“through a combination of partnership working and 
rationalisation”. Protests were taken against the selling off 
ea GOMA, and this decision has thankfully been reversed - 

or now. 


5 A reduction in the fleet of street sweepers is to save 

e £240,000. They also hope to save money by reviewing the 

way waste, specifically food waste, is collected in flats, no 
number was given. 
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1 The SNP minority administration secured this budget 

® through a deal with the Greens that will see around 

£lOmillion set aside as a climate emergency action fund. 

The existential threat facing our planet and its inhabitants 

has become all too apparent. While any resources or steps 

to secure the future of our planet cannot be considered a 

bad thing, we would question why a greater commitment 

could not be made, given the gravity of the impact that 
climate change will have on the environment? 


2 The most well-publicised impact of this year's budget is the 
® increase in Council Tax of 4.64%, not far off the maximum 
permitted increase of 4.8%. This is a fairly significant 
increase in Council Tax, which would see the lowest-valued 
properties paying £924 and the highest-valued paying 
£3,995.70. Despite yet another increase in Council Tax, we 
are still not seeing any meaningful improvement in the 
services provided. The Scottish people are subject to some 
of the highest transport costs in Europe, yet we are 
provided with unreliable and crowded services. Local health 
services are struggling with under-staffing and increasing 
waiting times. Our schools are facing a lack of resources 
and decreasing teacher numbers. With tax-funded services 
clearly struggling, why are we being subjected to pay 
more? Tax rates must be justified through functioning 
public services. 


3 The budget initially made provisions for the closure of 
° Blairvadach Outdoor Centre, which would have caused the 
loss of a centre of great significance to many young people, 
providing entertainment and skills development for many 
generations. The Council claimed that centre staff would be 
offered employment elsewhere, concerns remained over 
the suitability of this employment, as well as accessibility. 
Protests saved the centre, though the Council have claimed 
that the running of Blairvadach is “unsustainable” due to 
years of under-funding. With the SNP being in control of 
the Council since 2017, these funding issues could have 
been rectified before the centre became unsustainable. 
Questions over the centre's funding remain, and these 
must be directed at the SNP administration, as well as the 
Labour administrations who came before them. 


Young Communist League Glasgow Branch 


4 When youth unemployment in Glasgow stands at 5.7%, we 
® must question how the changes being made to the 
Glasgow Guarantee scheme will be productive in securing 
meaningful employment for Glasgow's young people. The 
Council need to be more transparent with how these cuts 
really affect the services they are relating to, and not just a 
vague claim to improving their “efficiency”. We must also 
question the discontinuing of the 'Hot Spot Intervention 
Team’ which looks to help tackle youth ani-social behaviour. 
If this service is no longer available, then what attention are 
the Council giving to tackling anti-social behaviour and 
social problems facing a lot of young people? We need bold 
policies to tackle the unfolding youth climate crisis. 


5 Not only will the privatisation of Partick Burgh Hall and the 
® Maryhill Community Centre potentially result in job losses, it 
will also have impacts on the people who use the centres 
for the multiple activities and services it provides. By giving 
more and more of these centres to the third sector, the 
Council is shifting responsibility for the running of these 
service away from them, and consequently will not be in 
control ofthe pricing and general running ofthem. 


6 While the conversion of under-utilised bowling greens into 

® allotments is not necessarily a bad thing, we would 

question why this is necessary when there is ample unused 

green space available in Glasgow? This decision will have 

the biggest impact on the elderly citizens who rely on the 

greens for entertainment and social activities and may 
struggle to travel further to an alternative venue. 


7 The Council have included plans to “re-provision” the 
® Gallery of Modern Art, St Mungo's Museum of Religious Art 
and Life, and Provand's Lordship. These venues are of great 
cultural significance to the City of Glasgow and its people. 
Removing these services would be of great detriment to 
many deprived areas who currently access these museums 
and cultural hubs. It would also impact the large numbers 
of young people and BME citizens who utilise these 
services, and the myriad of activities run for schoolchildren. 
Many anti-sectarian programmes are carried out at these 
venues, the loss of these programmes would create further 
problems and could jeapordise progress made so far. 
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The Communist Alternative 


Glasgow needs a budget that works for working people and the 
youth of our city. 


For decades the city has faced epidemic levels of poverty and 
unemployment. Over the same period we have seen deep cuts to 
our city’s budget from both the Tories at Westminster and the 
SNP at Holyrood 


The Tories have implemented a decade of austerity across Britain 
to make working people pay for the £1,300,000,000,000 bailout 
handed to the banks during the 2009 financial crisis. The SNP 
have been happy to pass on these cuts as it suits their political 
narrative. Working people pay the price. 


The SNP government underspent their own budget at Holyrood 
by £500 million in 2018 and by £450 million in 2019. This at a time 
when public services are being cut to the bone across Scotland. 
When over 1 in 3 children in Glasgow live in poverty. Almost half 
(47%) of Glasgow’s residents, 292,000 people, reside in the 20% of 
most deprived areas in Scotland. 


For too long our city has been neglected by the parties in power 
at the City Council and the SNP Government. Working people 
have suffered for too long. 


Glasgow’s Communists have bold proposals for a budget that 


works for working people and builds a bright future for our city’s 
youth. 
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The Communist Alternative 


1 The Councils plans for £42 million in cuts and a 46 % 
® increase in Council tax is wholly unacceptable. It is time to 
end this culture of austerity which disadvantages to poorest 
in our society and leaves the people of Glasgow's needs 
unmet. We call for Glasgow City Council to address the 
problems faced by our city by setting a ‘Needs Budget’ 
based on the actual requirements of working people, in 
dialogue with the city’s trade unions. This budget would not 
limit itself to tax revenue and what central government is 
prepared to allocate - it would demand the budget needed 
to give Glaswegians a dignified life. If the SNP government 
refused to meet this demand, the City Council could be 
assured the full support of Glasgow’s working people and 
trade unions in this political struggle. The alternative, and 
the choice they have made, is to be SNP and Tory hatchet 
men. 


2 With youth unemployment showing no signs of decreasing, 
® now is not the time to be making further cuts to 
employment services. It should be making goals of being 
financially stable, of being able to provide for yourself or 
family, or to be independent, achievable and not just an 
unrealistic pipe dream. The budget should establish a city 
wide apprenticeship fund, guaranteeing at least two years 
employment with a real living wage for all Glasgow school, 
college and university leavers. 


3 Scotland as a whole has one of the highest rates of 
® homelessness in Europe, with Glasgow experiencing 
particularly high levels of rough sleeping. There are record 
numbers of people being housed in temporary 
accommodation, and many are offered little support to get 
out of it. It is clear that the City needs significant 
investment in housing, along with rent controls to protect 
private renters. For years, slum landlords have plagued the 
City, and the council needs to step up efforts to tackle this 
problem. In 2016, the Scottish Government made the long 
overdue decision to halt the right to buy scheme. In 
response, the Council needs to further develop a program 

of council house building to support the people of Glasgow. 
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The Communist Alternative 


4 The Green’s input to the budget may have seen an increase 
® in allotments and green spaces, but this simply isn't 
enough in tackling the ever-present environmental crisis. 
New green spaces also shouldn't be at the expense of 
existing leisure and public facilities when Glasgow is 
covered in vast areas of disused land. With the largest 
traffic volume of any Scotland’s local authorities, 
investment in our dwindling public transport system is 
needed to make travelling to work by public transport a 
more viable option. We propose city-wide public transport 
network cards for those under 30 with capped affordable 
prices, in order to make these pubic services more 
economically available to the people of Glasgow. Progress 
has been made during lockdown and cycling and walking 
have been supported but these changes need to be made 
uns: We cannot go back to where we were before 
this crisis 


5 With Glasgow still suffering from a large attainment gap 
® between its various schools, with some high schools this 
year having less than 20% of pupils achieving five higher 
passes and others in much more affluent areas achieving 
over 70%, investment into education is a necessity. With the 
SNP's promise of 18 pupils per primary class still not met, it 
is time to demand more from our government in its 
approach to education. We demand the Council invest 
more equitably across the City and invest in further support 
services to support vulnerable children and young people. 
This will work to bridge the developing inequality gap 
across the city between rich and poor 


6 The Coronavirus has only worsened the continuing crisis of 
® obesity and unhealthy behaviour and attitudes in Scotland 
and Glasgow. The link between deprivation and 
unhealthiness and lack of exercise is substantial and the 
Council need to invest further. This is why we propose 
introducing free access to Council cultural, leisure and 
sports facilities for those under 30, or at risk of deprivation, 
in order to increase engagement and health for those who 
currently cannot access it. 
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The Communist Alternative 


7. £10 million invested into the climate emergency fund is 
welcome, but it is not enough. With the state of our 
environment being one of the most pressing concerns as of 
right now, we propose further investment in order to reach 
the Council's goal of carbon neutrality by 2030. We propose 
looking at making the climate working groups suggestions 
a reality such as phasing out single-use plastic, tree 
planting and conversion of unused land to green spaces, 
and investment in sustainable economy and green 
apprenticeships. 


8 Glasgow is in the midst of a mental health crisis. In 
® particular, working class parts of the city are being ravaged 
by suicide and poor mental health. This is why we demand 
more investment in mental health services and further 
development to support greater access to these essential 
services. Similarly, education must further incorporate 
these mental health issues to support the City's young 
people. 


9 Finally, as Glasgow continues to experience increased rates 
® of both HIV and AIDS transmission, more must be done to 
suppress the Virus. We need greater investment in sexual 
health services in Glasgow to support the work of the 
Sandyford Clinic and others. In addition, we support further 
campaigns aimed at education young people (especially 
men) on consent and sexual conduct to make Glasgow a 
safer City for everyone. 


Working people make Glasgow. 
We need a budget that works for working people. 


Join Glasgow’s young communists and fight for it! 
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